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Bechtel Foundation pledges $100,000
to Tri-Cities for COVID-19 response
RICHLAND, Wash. -- The Bechtel Group Foundation announced today it will donate $100,000 to
the United Way of Benton & Franklin Counties for its COVID-19 Response Fund to help local
nonprofits address food insecurity and mental and behavioral health impacts of the pandemic.
The donation comes as part of the Foundation’s new $3 million COVID-19 Relief Fund set up to
support urgent human needs in communities across the world where Bechtel employees live
and work.
“Bechtel has been a member of the Tri-Cities community for more than 40 years,” said Valerie
McCain, Bechtel principal vice president. “This is an amazing and resilient community. I’m
honored that we can help our friends and neighbors in these most challenging of times.”
“We stand with other companies in our community in helping mitigate the impacts of this
pandemic on our neighbors,” she said. “By supporting the United Way’s fund, we are
supporting many nonprofits working at the frontlines helping those in greatest need.”
LoAnn Ayers, president and CEO of the United Way of Benton and Franklin Counties, said the
funds will provide much-needed support to nonprofits across the Tri-Cities.
“This generous gift provides an incredible infusion to help individuals and families struggling
with hunger, depression, family violence and abuse,” Ayers said. “We will use it to do what we
are best at — bolster the capacity of local nonprofits to fill critical gaps in services. It will help
local nonprofits, which have been draining their savings, continue to meet extraordinary
demand.”
As home to one of Bechtel’s larger projects, the Tri-Cities community is one of four receiving a
gift of this size from among 10 locations the Foundation is supporting across the United States.
Bechtel holds the contract to design, build and commission the Waste Treatment and
Immobilization Plant at the Hanford Site for the Department of Energy.
The local United Way established a dedicated COVID-19 Community Response Fund in March to
rapidly deploy resources to local nonprofits providing food, childcare and mental and

behavioral health services during the COVID-19 pandemic. Local nonprofits can see the criteria
and apply at www.uwbfco.org/covid-19-rapid-response-funding.
About Bechtel
Bechtel is a trusted engineering, construction and project management partner to industry and
government. Differentiated by the quality of our people and our relentless drive to deliver the
most successful outcomes, we align our capabilities to our customers’ objectives to create a
lasting positive impact. Since 1898, we have helped customers complete more than 25,000
projects in 160 countries on all seven continents that have created jobs, grown economies,
improved the resiliency of the world's infrastructure, increased access to energy, resources, and
vital services, and made the world a safer, cleaner place.
About United Way of Benton & Franklin Counties
United Way of Benton and Franklin Counties strives for a community where all individuals and
families achieve their potential through education, financial stability and healthy lives. We
partner with local nonprofits, businesses, and government and social service agencies to
address our community's greatest needs and build pathways for individuals and families to
independence and happiness.

